Jitha total destruction of nineteen dwellings, occupied

DISASTROUS FIRE AT |

| SANDFORD.

NINETEEN HOUSES DESTROYED.

A disastrous fire broke out at Sandfcrd, = villags abouy
two miies from Crediton, on Monday night, resulting in

! priceipally by wocking people. The houses, which form a

!i parish chinrch, and they arc said to be at least 200 years

square block, are at the higher part of the village facing the

old. The fire Zoriginated in the top storey of o dwelling
occupled by Francis Packer, s general dealer, who was

sitting beside his kitchen fire, in company with his wile,
! when he heard an alarm of fice raised by sowmeone in the
| lower part of the villsge. On proceeding to ascertain the
| cause he found that bis premises were full of smoke and
that o lomber room at the top was ablaze. By tlis time
| the flames had burst through the thatoh roof and weore
| attracting & crowd of villagers, incindirg the Viear of the
 parish (Rev. G, T. Llewellin) who was accompapied by
one of his employ6:, Messages were despatohed to the
Crediton snd local fice brigades, but on their arrivsl
there was found Lo be a scarcity of wstar in consiquence
of t3e wells from whick the imhabitante get their supply
being situated some distance apars, Consequently there
was & great delay. The parsonsge well contsined a copious
supply of water, but it was impossible o Rot the engines
near it. The difficaliy, bowever, was got over by means
of s picce of hose being attached to the pump of the well
and connected with a soft-water tank at the Vicar's stables,
but quite an hour elspsed before this was accompli-hed.
Meanwhila the flames had oblained a strong held
upon NMr, Packer’s house, and were rapidly con-
suming the adjoining premises, which were built
of eob, with thatehed rocfs. Everyone was
pow busily engsged in removiog furniture, bedding,
ete., from the remaining cob-built houses in the block as 1t
was seen to be utberly impossible to save them from
destruction. Several aged widows who were recelving
purish relief wore among the occupants of these dwellings,
and much dificulty was experienced in getiing soms of
them to leave their homes. One, Mrs, Cockings, had been
conflned to her bed for some weeks, and she had to be
removed to the Viearage in a wesk condition. The night,
teo, was bitterly cold. The Viear rendered great assistapce
and allowed several of the aged people to be taken to his

. house until other accommodation could be provided for

them The progress of the Siro could notbe checked nntil
it had reached the rear of the square, where there were
one or two slate roofed bhouses; between these and the
burning dwelliogs the rocfs of the other houses wera cut
away. The Crediton Fire Brigade, under the Captaincy
of Mr. B.Joues and the superintendencs of Mr, Dyvey,
rendered excellont services in this dircction. It was not
until 3 a.m, yesterdsy that the firs waa complately under
control and by that rime the mjsrity of the dwellings
comprising the block had been gutted, and a number of
poor people rendered homeless. It was fortunate that the
fire was discovered b‘l{h&u it was; }nﬂ t.tt menrrsd later in
the ight probably many o e age peosle
would Dave ‘been busnt_d their beds. The origin
of the fire is unknown, but it is supposed that
it originated from a defect in the chimuey of Mr. Packer's
house, Mr, Packer was the owner of eloven of the houses,
aud is insured in the Atlas Office for £800.  His stook-in-
trade and furpiture arc also insured in the same office for
£150. Four of the block belrnged to Mr, Walter Hookway,
of Exeter, whoib 1osured mthe West of Englasd, Two
belonged to Miss Jenuings, of Sandford, and the other two
to Mr. Linscolt, of Coleiord, who are alio ssild to be
insured, The tenauts were P C. Kemp, Susan Jeckman,
widow. John Phillips, Mrs, Hill, widow (who wns stayiog
st Newton Abbot). James Phillips, Mra, Jennings, widow
(whe was on & visit toa fricud n Bristol), Grace Heard,
widow, Sally Cobley, widow, Mary Sontheott, widow, Betsy
Cockingw, widow, Mary Case, widow, aud Msry Aon
Lesach, widow. ‘L'wo or three of the houses were unoceo-
pied. The fatal damags is estimated at about £2,000, It
has been decided to start m relief fund to nasist those whe
are without homes and » meetiog for that purpose will be
held shortly.
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